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Security	
  Matters	
  Background	
  
	
  
Security	
  matters	
  were	
  a	
  major	
  topic	
  of	
  discussion	
  at	
  the	
  July	
  21,	
  2014	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  LMBC	
  board	
  
of	
  trustees.	
  	
  Several	
  members	
  expressed	
  their	
  concerns	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  a	
  recent	
  rash	
  of	
  car	
  break-­‐ins,	
  
one	
  car	
  theft,	
  and	
  a	
  home	
  break-­‐in.	
  	
  Your	
  board	
  of	
  trustees	
  decided	
  to	
  bring	
  these	
  matters	
  to	
  your	
  
attention	
  and	
  to	
  request	
  your	
  assistance	
  in	
  keeping	
  the	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  a	
  safe	
  community	
  as	
  free	
  
from	
  crime	
  and	
  vandalism	
  as	
  possible.	
  	
  
	
  
County	
  crime	
  statistics	
  show	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  is	
  a	
  low	
  crime	
  area	
  compared	
  to	
  other	
  areas.	
  	
  The	
  
Sheriff	
  ‘s	
  Detachment	
  covers	
  Key	
  Peninsula,	
  Gig	
  Harbor,	
  and	
  Fox	
  Island.	
  	
  Officer	
  cutbacks	
  in	
  2008	
  
due	
  to	
  the	
  economic	
  downturn	
  reduced	
  coverage.	
  	
  Lake	
  Minterwood’s	
  single	
  entrance/exit	
  is	
  a	
  de-­‐
terrent	
  to	
  major	
  crime,	
  but	
  on	
  the	
  KP,	
  communities	
  like	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  are	
  more	
  likely	
  targets	
  
for	
  petty	
  crime	
  due	
  to	
  more	
  concentrated	
  housing.	
  	
  Vandals	
  often	
  target	
  vacant	
  homes.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
LMBC	
  contracts	
  with	
  Deputy	
  Sheriffs	
  Dave	
  Plummer	
  and	
  Brian	
  Ward	
  to	
  patrol	
  in	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  
to	
  address	
  speeding,	
  vandalism,	
  abandoned	
  cars,	
  drug	
  issues,	
  etc.	
  	
  Each	
  deputy	
  patrols	
  7	
  hours	
  per	
  
month.	
  	
  At	
  LMBC’s	
  request,	
  both	
  our	
  contracted	
  deputies	
  are	
  endeavoring	
  to	
  provide	
  more	
  cover-­‐
age	
  during	
  morning	
  and	
  evening	
  dusk	
  hours.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Contracting	
  with	
  a	
  private	
  security	
  firm	
  to	
  supplement	
  or	
  replace	
  sheriff	
  coverage	
  was	
  considered	
  
and	
  rejected	
  by	
  the	
  membership	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  back.	
  	
  Private	
  security	
  officers	
  now	
  cost	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  
the	
  deputy	
  sheriffs	
  but	
  have	
  far	
  fewer	
  powers.	
  Citizens’	
  Patrol	
  was	
  active	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  back,	
  but	
  
coverage	
  in	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  ceased	
  due	
  to	
  lack	
  of	
  participation.	
  	
  Neighborhood	
  Watch	
  was	
  also	
  
tried	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  times,	
  but	
  again	
  lacked	
  participation.	
  	
  
	
  
LMBC	
  board	
  of	
  trustees’	
  actions	
  to	
  enhance	
  security	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  LMBC	
  will	
  post	
  sign	
  saying	
  that	
  Lake	
  Minterwood	
  is	
  “patrolled	
  by	
  deputy	
  sheriffs.”	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Last	
  month	
  the	
  LMBC	
  began	
  providing	
  our	
  deputy	
  sheriffs	
  with	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  vacant	
  houses	
  in	
  Lake	
  
Minterwood.	
  	
  Sgt.	
  Ward	
  said	
  he	
  and	
  Deputy	
  Plummer	
  have	
  found	
  this	
  to	
  be	
  helpful	
  in	
  their	
  patrols.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  LMBC	
  continues	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  liaison	
  with	
  our	
  contracted	
  deputy	
  sheriffs.	
  	
  Contact	
  by	
  email	
  is	
  fre-­‐
quent.	
  	
  Currently,	
  the	
  LMBC	
  Security	
  contact	
  is	
  trustee	
  Joe	
  LeRoy,	
  at	
  josephjleroy@gmail.com.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Personal	
  Actions	
  to	
  Enhance	
  Security	
  
	
  
You	
  and	
  your	
  neighbors	
  can	
  do	
  much	
  to	
  reduce	
  vulnerability	
  to	
  crime	
  and	
  petty	
  vandalism.	
  	
  Create	
  
your	
  own	
  informal	
  neighborhood	
  watch	
  group.	
  	
  Meet	
  with	
  neighbors	
  and	
  agree	
  to	
  watch	
  out	
  for	
  
one	
  another.	
  	
  Exchange	
  names,	
  phone	
  numbers,	
  etc.	
  	
  	
  If	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  away	
  for	
  an	
  extended	
  period,	
  
let	
  neighbors	
  know.	
  	
  	
  Arrange	
  for	
  pickup	
  of	
  mail,	
  newspapers,	
  etc.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  see	
  something	
  unusual	
  at	
  
a	
  neighbor’s	
  house,	
  call	
  them	
  and/or	
  the	
  sheriff	
  to	
  report	
  suspicious	
  activity.	
  
	
  
Talk	
  with	
  your	
  children	
  (especially	
  teens)	
  about	
  vandalism	
  and	
  staying	
  out	
  of	
  vacant	
  houses.	
  
	
  
Take	
  sensible	
  measures	
  to	
  protect	
  your	
  property.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  security	
  system,	
  use	
  it	
  and	
  post	
  a	
  
sign	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  one.	
  	
  Keep	
  a	
  porch	
  light	
  and/or	
  motion	
  detection	
  lights	
  on	
  at	
  night.	
  
	
  
Lock	
  your	
  cars.	
  	
  Don’t	
  leave	
  items	
  visible	
  in	
  your	
  car	
  (keys,	
  garage	
  door	
  openers,	
  phones,	
  etc.).	
  	
  If	
  
you	
  have	
  a	
  garage,	
  keep	
  your	
  car	
  in	
  it.	
  	
  



Report	
  all	
  instances	
  of	
  vandalism,	
  break-­‐ins,	
  or	
  other	
  suspicious	
  activity	
  to	
  both	
  the	
  Sheriff	
  De-­‐
partment	
  and	
  to	
  LMBC’s	
  contact	
  for	
  security	
  Joe	
  LeRoy.	
  	
  The	
  Sheriff	
  Department’s	
  non-­‐emergency	
  
number	
  to	
  report	
  vandalism	
  or	
  suspicious	
  activity	
  is	
  253-­‐798-­‐4721	
  option	
  1.	
  	
  Accurate	
  reporting	
  
is	
  key	
  to	
  both	
  solving	
  crime	
  and	
  vandalism,	
  and	
  it	
  helps	
  the	
  sheriffs	
  set	
  patrol	
  priorities.	
  	
  Don’t	
  
hesitate	
  to	
  call	
  911	
  for	
  emergencies	
  or	
  threatening	
  situations.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Playground	
  equipment	
  update:	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Your	
  board	
  of	
  trustees	
  is	
  considering	
  options	
  to	
  upgrade	
  our	
  twenty-­‐	
  year	
  old	
  playground	
  equip-­‐
ment.	
  	
  A	
  committee	
  is	
  being	
  formed	
  to	
  examine	
  options	
  and	
  costs	
  for	
  new	
  playground	
  equipment	
  
and	
  features.	
  	
  Your	
  input	
  and	
  participation	
  on	
  this	
  committee	
  are	
  desired.	
  	
  Please	
  contact	
  Robyn	
  
McGilvrey,	
  the	
  LMBC’s	
  contact	
  for	
  this	
  effort.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Community	
  Picnic	
  –	
  Sunday,	
  August	
  1	
  
	
  
This	
  annual	
  event	
  is	
  scheduled	
  for	
  Sunday,	
  August	
  10,	
  2014.	
  	
  The	
  LMBC	
  is	
  providing	
  pulled	
  pork	
  
BBQ	
  sandwiches,	
  beverages,	
  and	
  hot	
  dogs	
  for	
  kids.	
  	
  Members	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  bring	
  side	
  dishes	
  as	
  
their	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  potluck.	
  	
  	
  Games	
  and	
  paddle	
  boat	
  races	
  will	
  start	
  about	
  3:00	
  pm.	
  	
  An	
  inflatable	
  
bouncy	
  house	
  will	
  be	
  available.	
  	
  Food	
  service	
  will	
  start	
  about	
  4:00	
  PM.	
  	
  Come	
  enjoy	
  a	
  fun	
  afternoon	
  
with	
  your	
  neighbors!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Lake	
  Minterwood	
  Beach	
  Club	
  
P.O.	
  Box	
  311	
  
Vaughn,	
  WA	
  98394	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Address	
  Service	
  Requested	
  
	
  

 

 


